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Every beginning of December Annual Meeting and Exposition of American Society of Hematology 
(ASH) takes place. This year’s ASH Meeting and Exposition held in San Francisco gathered about 26 
000 attendees from all over the world. During this exceptional meeting I had a chance to present the 
results of my research project in the poster session Molecular Pharmacology, Drug Resistance -  
Lymphoid and Other Diseases. It was for me an exceptional opportunity to present my work to a wide 
audience, share scientific ideas and establish new promising contacts. It is worth mentioning that 
56th ASH Meeting was for me also an occasion to meet Dr Lukas Frenzel from University of Cologne, 
one of our Bastion partners and establish some future strategies for collaboration. Dr Frenzel works 
in the clinic of Prof Hallek – a world famous expert on chronic lymphocytic leukemia. I strongly 
believe, this will be a fruitful research collaboration.  
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In summary, we demonstrated, that HDAC inhibitors are effective in combination with monoclonal 

antibodies against CD20. Using a panel of primary chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) cells, we show 

that inhibition of HDAC activity increases CD20 level and HDAC6 is a specific isoform responsible for 

this phenomenon. Moreover, we observed that HDAC inhibitors modulate the expression of other 

surface molecules that are targets for other monoclonal antibodies currently in clinical trials in 

hematological malignancies – CD37 and CD38.  


